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present than in other regions. If by curious is meant " specialized,"
or different from the great majority of plants, then certainly desert
vegetation is much more bizarre than is the vegetation of the moist
tropics. The vegetation of the temperate zone, with its deciduous
leaves, annual rings of growth, highly specialized bud scales, and
other features connected with the winter season, is much more
specialized than is tropical vegetation. Moist tropical vegetation

FIG. 254. Base of a tree trunk showing buttress roots
contains a greater wealth of forms than is found in less favored
localities. Among these forms are many, such as climbing palms
(Figs. 95, 251) and begonias, not found elsewhere. Such plants are
hardly more peculiar in themselves than are other plants. That
such plants have been described as peculiar is largely because they
are unfamiliar in the native homes of those who have described
them.
A number of interesting types of plants do, however, occur in
moist tropical forests (Fig. 65). Strangling figs (Figs. 237, 238)
present a very peculiar appearance and are sometimes numerous.
Trees with large buttress roots are rather common (Fig. 254). In
a considerable number of species, flowers and fruits occur on the